
Susan Mackie (Hocking) 
attended St Margaret’s 
from 1970 to 1975. She 
went on to become a 
celebrated journalist and 
when asked to reflect on 
what a scholarship at 
St Margaret’s meant to her 
she shared the following.

‘My parents saw education as something nobody could 
ever take away from you, something that was a great 
leveler in society. As I saw the girls of St Margaret’s  
pass by before I came here, I was told “don’t get any 
ideas of going there young lady” by my father. Then 
something almost magical happened when in my final 
year at Berwick State School I won a scholarship to  
St Margaret’s School. And so began six of the happiest 
years of my life. 

There is nobody so intent on making the most of an 
opportunity as the young woman who believes it can 
never happen for her. St Margaret’s gave options, 
opportunity and choice. That is a privilege and is one  
of the greatest gifts this School gave me. 

I had a self-belief and never-say-die attitude that this 
School had equipped me with; but mostly I remember 
how much I loved this School. Every single day of it. 
Seriously, I loved it.’

The Principal’s Scholarship Fund welcomes the support of the school community who share the vision of 
our School’s education for students who may not otherwise have the opportunity. Please consider helping 
us make a difference in the lives of our very special young people.  Principal, Ms Annette Rome FACE FACEL

Principal’s Scholarship Fund 
can change a young person’s life. 

Julia Hastings attended 
St Margaret’s from 2007 
to 2009. As an aspiring 
classical pianist, it was her 
opportunity to be a part of 
the School’s thriving music 
program and a welcoming 
of like minded, motivated 
and driven young women.

‘In Year 11 and 12, I moved from a regional school 
to St Margaret’s. My teachers and peers fostered an 
atmosphere in which personal best and academic 
success were the driving forces, inspiring me to push 
myself harder than ever to achieve both results I had 
not yet imagined possible, and an enormous sense of 
personal growth.

Of course, music and the performing arts remained my 
main focus, and the many opportunities to perform in 
these disciplines and to be taught by such passionate 
and engaged teachers stretched my imagination further 
and led the way to my current career path. After studying 
music performance at the Melbourne Conservatorium  
of Music and Australian National Academy of Music,  
I am now a professional pianist and performance artist, 
with a particular interest in multidisciplinary performance 
practice. I have written and toured my own one-woman 
show about the life of Australian concert pianist, Eileen 
Joyce, and was honoured to receive the inaugural  
SMS Alunnae’s Young Achiever’s Award for Creativity 
and Innovation in 2016. I am thrilled to have achieved 
many goals and know I have many more goals and 
challenges ahead, and I am confident St Margaret’s has 
equipped me well for this journey.’20182018
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‘Kippenross’ has been standing proud and tall since 

the early 1900s, over-looking the school driveway and 

rose gardens with a commanding spirit and presence. 

In recent times and after extensive assessment, 

‘Kippenross’ is in need of repair and restoration.

‘The Cottage’ likewise, needs restoration and will be 

redeveloped into a new Heritage Centre which will 

house archives and provide a social space for gathering 

of our past, present and future community.

The Cottage and  
Kippenross 
Restoration Projects

Your gift will make a difference 
Name:

Address:  

 

Email:

Phone Number:

Connection with the school:  

 Current Parent Past Parent
 Alumni (Year          ) 
 Friend of the school/other 

 Principal’s Scholarship Fund

 The Cottage and Kippenross Restoration Projects

Amounts:  $50  $100  $250  $500

  Other $

  or I pledge $                    over          years

Donor Recognition       Yes       No (gift to be anonymous)

Method of payment (tick the appropriate box):

 Cheques - made payable to: St Margaret’s School 
 and Berwick Grammar School Foundation Limited

 Direct Debit: BSB: 033 609  Account:  356390 

 Card Number: Mastercard Visa 

 

 Expiry date:              / 

 Cardholder’s name: 

 Signature: 

Donations of $2 or more to the School are tax deductible.

Please return your completed form in the postage paid, 
self addressed envelope provided.
Your gift is greatly appreciated.   Thank you

As a school community, we are charged with the task 

of ensuring the splendor and dignity of these heritage 

listed buildings will continue for many generations  

to come.

We have been delighted to receive a significant number 

of donations, however we still need your help to reach 

our goal for the restoration and refurbishment works of  

‘The Cottage’ and ‘Kippenross’. 

Your legacy will impact all those who will be part of our 

community in the coming years. 

For further information please contact:

Mrs Mary-Jo Cochrane 

Head of Philanthropy and Community Relations 

St Margaret’s and Berwick Grammar School 

27-47 Gloucester Avenue, Berwick  3806

T: +61 3 9703 8111 

E: cochranem@stmargarets.vic.edu.au

Kippenross

The Cottage


